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An exceptional start to
the academic year...
As we approach the festive season and the
end of another busy term at The Bolsover
School, I wanted to take a moment to reflect
on what has been an exceptional start to the
academic year.

We began September on the back of a strong set of
GCSE results, with record-breaking performance in
English and Maths. Achieving our highest-ever
percentage of grades 9–4 combined in these core
subjects is a testament to the hard work and dedication
of our students and staff. This success set a positive
tone for the year ahead and reinforced our commitment
to academic achievement.

Last month, we welcomed Ofsted into our school under
their brand-new inspection framework. We were among
the very first schools in the country to be inspected
under this revised approach - and what’s more, we
volunteered for the process. This decision reflects the
confidence and belief we have in our school
community. Every member of our community plays a
vital role in making Bolsover Secondary School a place
we can all be proud of.

During the two days of inspection, I was incredibly
proud of how our staff and students maintained their
usual high standards. They embraced the opportunity
to showcase the very best of our school - our culture,
our achievements, and the things that make Bolsover
special. At the time of writing, the final report has not
yet been published, but we will share it with you as soon
as it becomes available.

[Continued on the next page]

The Bolsover School’s Christmas Carol Concert
at Bolsover Parish Church.
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Peveril are currently in the lead with a total of 559 house points!
House points are earned through various activities - including tutorial challenges, house
competitions, achievement point leaderboards, and more!

Mrs Willis’
Art Christmas Challenge! KS3 Winner - Lilly-Rose M KS4 Winner - Olivia W Thanks to all who entered

the competition!

As we head into the Christmas break, I want to thank
every member of our school community - students,
staff, parents, and carers - for your continued support
and commitment. Together, we have achieved so much
already this year, and I look forward to building on this
success in 2026.

Adding to this exciting term, we were thrilled to
announce that The Bolsover School will be opening a
Sixth Form in the coming years. This development
marks a significant milestone in our journey and will
provide even more opportunities for our students to
continue their education within our supportive and
ambitious environment. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank those who have campaigned to get
this over the line, namely Mark Fletcher (former MP)
and more recently Natalie Fleet MP. Our school and
Trust are very excited about what the future holds for
the young people in this area.

Wishing you all a joyful festive season and a happy,
healthy New Year.

Miss Spence
Head of School
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Redhill Academy Trust is delighted to announce that
the Department for Education has officially approved
North Derbyshire University Academy (NDUA) following
a recent review. This landmark decision marks a new
era for students in Bolsover and the surrounding areas,
promising to transform educational opportunities and
outcomes for generations to come.

NDUA will provide high-quality education for students
aged 16 to 19, ensuring that every young person -
regardless of their background or starting point - can
achieve their full potential. The academy’s mission is to
inspire, support, and develop the next generation of
leaders, decision makers, and innovators. By offering
excellent teaching, tailored support, and a culture of
high expectations, NDUA will open doors to higher
education and rewarding careers.

We’re thrilled to announce that North Derbyshire
University Academy has been approved by the
Department for Education!

This is a huge step forward for Bolsover and the
surrounding areas. NDUA will inspire, support, and
develop the next generation of leaders, decision
makers, and innovators - helping every student reach
their full potential.

Andrew Burns, Chief Executive of Redhill Academy Trust,
said: “It is fantastic news that the DfE has approved the
North Derbyshire University Academy. This is a real
investment in the local community and will offer great
opportunities for our young people that, until now,
have not been available to them. We look forward to
working with our partners to make this vision a reality.”

Matt Hall, Executive Headteacher, said: “The approval
of North Derbyshire University Academy marks a
transformative moment for Bolsover and the wider
region. As part of Redhill Academy Trust, we are
committed to raising aspirations, removing barriers,
and opening doors to higher education for young
people who deserve every opportunity to succeed. We
are proud to have worked collaboratively to make this
vision a reality, it will change lives for generations to
come.”

“Our sincere thanks go to Bolsover MP Natalie Fleet
and her predecessor Mark Fletcher for standing
alongside us in our campaign to secure a sixth form
for our young people.”

The Redhill Academy Trust is committed to ensuring
that all students, whatever their background, have
access to the resources, guidance, and
encouragement they need to thrive. NDUA will focus
not only on academic achievement, but also on
character development, helping students to become
confident, responsible, and ambitious members of
society.

Further updates about NDUA’s opening and
admissions process will be shared in due course.

North Derbyshire University Academy
approved by the Department for Education!
A transformational opportunity for our community

WE ARE BUILDING A
SIXTH FORM!
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