


GCSE Revision strategies

A session for parents



How learning happens



.







Rewards?





.



.



Scientists have 
studied how 
we learn and 
have found 
that, no 
matter how 
clever we are, 
over time,  
everyone will 
start 
forgetting 
information 
they have 
learnt. 



Each time we revise, 
the information 
“sticks” better in 
our brain and 
moves from our 
working memory, to 
our long term 
memory. The more 
we revise, the more 
we remember.



Interleaving

Interleaving means switching between topics when revising,
which has been shown to improve long term learning

Blocking vs Interleaving





Your child needs to make sure they know where their

strengths and weaknesses are. The contents page of 

a revision guide is a great place start.



Traffic lights / RAG rating

• Mark green the topics you feel confident

• Mark amber the ones you are less sure of

• Mark red the ones you struggle with. 

Next steps

• Quiz your self on the green ones – retrieval 
practice.

• Bullet points and flash card your notes on the 
amber ones before you try quizzing yourself.

• Watch videos, go to revision sessions or ask 
your teacher for help on the red topics before 
you can try recalling the information in 
revision.



Make

MemoriseTest

Review

The Bolsover Revision Cycle

Effective
Revision 

Cycle

Flash Cards
Condensed notes

Find the gaps
RAG rate topics

Flash cards
Flip sheets

Past papers, 
Online tests





Let’s look at some specific 
revision strategies



Flash Cards

Where to find the information to go on the cards?



Key definitions.
These are suitable for
flash cards.



Flash Cards

Parental support?



Describe the key features of a castle.
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How to use flash cards



Top tips:

• Blue tack flash cards around 
commonly used places in your 
house, i.e.

- Fridge door – you must check the 
correct answer before getting 
something from the fridge!

- Pillow – you must check the correct 
answer before getting into bed. 

- Next to your phone charger – you 
must check the correct answer 
before plugging in your phone!



Where can I get 

flash cards from?

School will provide an 
initial sample.

You can purchase more at 
Amazon* – next day delivery! 
100 for £3.99!

*other retailers are available.



Graphic Organisers

Graphic Organisers get 
you to TRANSFORM
information and 
provide a different way 
of seeing and thinking. 

There are templates 
for lots of these in the 
revision section on our 
school website.

The Bolsover School - Home

https://www.thebolsoverschool.org/


This technique helps to breakdown larger 
revision topics into the main facts

Fishbone

diagram



Functions 
of skeleton

Support

Mineral
storage

Blood cell
production

Protection

MovementPosture

Punch/boxing

Internal organs

Cranium

Ribs

Tackle/rugby



• Revise a topic.
• Put 12 key themes in the 

segments – one theme 
per segment.

• Give yourself 5 minutes 
per segment to write 
down everything you 
can remember about the 
theme.  

• Change segment every 5 
minutes, with a break 
after 30 minutes.

• Check your notes against 
the revision guide.

Revision Clock





Mind Maps



Mind Maps



Cornell Notes and
cheat sheets



How to use a revision guide
RAG the content pages

Then pick one of the topics based on this (note which 
ones you’ve covered)

Condense notes, mind map, flash card key words
Have a go at the Qs at the end of chapter (or question 

booklet)
Then BBC Bitesize topic and past paper questions

Over time continue to test yourself on the flash cards



At the end of each
chapter 



Use Technology

BBC Bitesize, Seneca, YouTube, GCSE Pod, SPARX 
Maths, Quizlet, Know Unity etc.

They can take pictures of their notes to make 
revision more portable. Test themselves in their 
head on the bus or car, then check the photo of their 
notes to see how much they’ve remembered.

Students can use the QR codes in the revision 
booklet they’ve been given to take them straight to 
suitable websites.







How to access past papers.







Monday Textiles
Monday History

Tuesday Maths
Tuesday Science*

Thursday Business
Thursday English Lit

Sunday English Lang
Sunday French

Two 30 minute sessions, four times per week
(increase closer to the exams)

13 weeks until the GCSEs
= 5.7 hours per subject





Textiles
Geography
History
Maths
Music
DT
English

French
German
Food & Nutrition
Art
Photography
Physical Studies
Cambridge National Sport
Science

Make the most of Curriculum + 
opportunities

Private tuition £35p/h



In summary
• Make a reoccurring weekly revision planner and change the

topics for the week as a task each Sunday.

• Have the revision materials for each subject in separate folders/piles.

• Follow the revision cycle of: Review – Make – Memorise – Test.

• Use a variety of different methods eg, revision guides, online apps, flash cards,
transform diagrams.

• Use past papers and exam questions to help test you (but only when you’ve
understood the information/content).

• Attend as many Home Straight sessions as possible.






